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From the Pastor

Over the years, I have spent some time considering several mothers who we
meet through The Bible. I’ve thought about what each teaches about “how to” be a
mother and about “how not to” be a mother. I've sought understanding about
motherhood as both a gift and responsibility from God. I've looked at
mother/daughter relationships, and women who have raised other’s children. And,
I confess, as my own daughter began planning a wedding, for a moment, I explored
grandmotherhood in scripture (but she doesn’t marry until October, so it’s too soon
for that). This year has me diving into motherhood as the nest empties. What it’s
like to watch your children head off into the world without the training wheels of
college – to live into those plans God has for them that we’re told of in Jeremiah
29:11, For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
What I found is that women didn’t “launch” their adult children in The Bible the
way we do today. Sure, Jochebed launched Moses, but that was when he was an
infant and it was in a basket in a river; Hannah dedicated Samuel and left him with
the priests, but he was just weaned; Rebekah urged her adult son Jacob to leave
home, but she sent him to live with her brother; and of course, Mary watched Jesus
fulfill the plans God had for Him, but Jesus is God, so that’s not the same either.
It strikes me, however, that all of us who bring children into the world, and raise
them for however long we have them, share mixed emotions when they leave us to
live their lives. Emotions like hope, concern and pride to name a few. We do our
best to train children in the right way, [so that] when old, they will not stray
(Proverbs 22:6), but don’t have any guarantee that they will be successful, will make
good choices, keep God in their lives. This all hints of our relationship with God, and
the free will we have to accept the love and eternal life we are offered.
God loves us so much that He wants us to choose to include Him in our lives.
God, who is almighty – all powerful, could “force” us to be in relationship with Him,
but what kind of relationship is that? How much love would we feel in return? God
wants us to choose the ways of His love. Paul talks of this in Galatians 5, For
freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of
slavery...You were called for freedom…Do not use this freedom as an opportunity for
the flesh; rather, serve one another through love (vv. 1.13,16).
I imagine all this musing on my part is related to the reality that this year I will
celebrate Mother’s Day, just one day after celebrating my first-born’s graduation
from seminary, with her and her younger brother, who just last month moved seven
hours away to pursue his career. It is likely that it will be quite a few years before I
will be able to enjoy Mother’s Day with my children again. I hold onto a popular
saying from my youth – “If you love something, set it free. If it comes back, it is
yours. If it doesn’t, it never was.” I know that my children are choosing to maintain
a relationship with me, and that keeps my heart warm. We do the same for God,
when we choose to maintain a relationship with Jesus.

Christian Education
Kidder can offer various classes for children and youth from pre-school to teens. Child care is provided year-round
in the nursery for those who participate in adult classes.

Sunday school for children will be following the same age appropriate curriculum, so parents can ask
about what was learned, and all students will have had the same lesson.
Kindergarten and younger led by Jen McQuiggan in Lind room
Grades 1 and up led by June Piede in Jr high room

Adult Bible Study Opportunities –
NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS - Beginning Sunday, May 21, Bill and Becky
Luhman will offer What’s in the Bible About Jesus? This study explores who Jesus is, what
he said and did when he walked the earth, and how Christians can relate to God and to one another through
Jesus. This study points to two essential features of meaningful Bible study: reading the Bible and applying the Bible
to life. First, we read the Bible to discover answers to the question What’s in the Bible? and second, we reflect upon
what we read to discover answers to the question, Why Should I Care? and apply these answers to our lives. The
class will meet in the Welcome Center Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour.
Builders Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 AM in the lounge.
May 7 – When Calamity Comes
May 14 – Rescued from Danger
May 21 –A Wake-up Call
May 28 – Seeing the Big Picture

All four adult groups are available for all adults and do not call for weekly attendance to join the conversation.

FUNDRAISERS … CAN YOU HELP?

Some may not understand why we pay Apportionments. Umc.org gives us a great start “Together, through our
connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference ever could hope to do
alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the church's work. We
combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in the lives of God's people.” This is
paired with the support we give current and retired Pastor’s, by paying for their retirement and health insurance.

We are currently holding two long term fundraisers, with proceeds going to Apportionments.
Cans/Bottle drive – ALL redeemable cans & bottles are accepted and welcomed. A collection bin is located outside
the Welcome Center for clean cans & bottles – we’ll do the rest. Also, we have accounts at both South Side
Redemption Center and Arthur R Gren, which is located at 1886 Mason Drive.

Gift Cards –Scrip fundraising is a no-selling program that allows us to raise money. Scrip is another way to pay for

everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, checks, and credit cards. You purchase gift cards from Kidder at
face value, and Darlene orders those cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price. The difference is an
instant rebate for our church. It’s really that simple!. See Darlene with any questions.
From the Cornerstone District

Church Records Belong at Church!

From a liability standpoint, records of financial and legal transaction should be stored at the church for the following
reasons:
• Maintain the security of confidential documents
• Other church leaders will have access to appropriate records when needed. This is more difficult if kept in
someone's home.
• Easier to protect from water/fire damage in an office where you have room to store on proper
shelving/boxes
• Insurance may not cover records lost in fire/flood off church property.
• If person holding the documents in their home leaves the church or passes away, it may be difficult to
retrieve those documents
• Church leadership may not even realize documents are being held at someone's home
Please comply with this sensible suggestion for everyone's protection. Thank you!

May 7 In the Breaking of the Bread
Luke 24:13-35
May 14 Missing Pieces
John 21:1-17& Acts 9:1-22
guest preacher Reverend Doug Knopp
May 21 Remembering Our Fallen
John 15:9-17
Celebrating Memorial Day early
May 28 There He Goes Again
Luke 24:44-53
Ascension Sunday
June 6 Glorified
Acts 2:1-21 & John 7:37-39
Pentecost Sunday

Scripture and Song
!Join us Wednesday Nights in the
Welcome Center at 7pm

Worship Servants
Date

Acolytes

Nursery Helpers

Ushers

May 7

Bella B

Floris D, Pat F,
Ashley R

Paula F, John M,
Bill R, Gene S

Emma A

May 14

Troy H

Kim B, Jen M

Floris D, Diane M
Lindsey S, Ken V

Ian W

May 21

Sophia L

Amy A, Mark S

Sue H, Jarrett K
John M, Alex S

Rachel W

May 28

Domenic K

Kim B, Tambra H

Christina K, Candy L
Diane M, Flossie M

Emma A

Easter Sunday Memories

Power Point

April 2017

Monthly Fellowship

Cindy’s Home Cooking

As you can see in these pictures, on April 25,
many (32) enjoyed lots of food and fellowship at
Cindy’s Home Cooking in Panama. No one went
home feeling hungry in their belly or their heart.
Thank-you Alex Smith for lifting a super closing
prayer and including the Burkholder family in our
prayer circle.

Members of our Kidder
Church family enjoy
food and fellowship
every Sunday after
church with no special
planning, but rather, at
the movement of the
Holy Spirit.

Upcoming Fellowship Event Dates*
May 21st – Sharing Memorial Day Memories
August TBD – Ole Fashioned Church Picnic & Corn Roast
th
June 25 – Picnic at the Parsonage
September 13th – Workforce Fellowship
th
July 12 - Enjoying the Jamestown Municipal
October 29th – Harvest Dinner
Band at the Allen Park Bandshell
November 12th – Honoring Our Veterans
December 13th – Christmas Outreach Packing Party
*Please mark calendars in pencil as these dates and plans are subject to change

The Church’s Council – What Is It?
Besides looking at the church bulletin or the church calendar online and seeing that the Church Council has a
meeting, what do you know about that leadership group? The United Methodist Church calls it the Administrative
Board or the Church Council. It lists the responsibilities in detail, but a brief summary includes:
• Oversee the administration and ministry of the congregation
• Ensure the ministry is transformative
• Initiate planning, establish goals, implement action plans, and determine the effectiveness of
congregational ministries
• Strategize to use the disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world
• Work with other teams to provide effective leadership
• Make recommendation on compensation to the charge conference
• Fill vacancies as needed
• Provide financial support and physical facilities for the local congregation
• Maintain connections with district and wider programs and structures
Our Church Council is made up of representatives from all other ministry teams in the church. The reason for that
is perfectly clear. One team could not possibly do all that is required. Each meeting, all ministry teams report on
their activities, ask for help with a particular program or project, and offer assistance to other teams.
As Kidder Church moves forward with the goal of connecting His vision to our community, the Church Council will
continue to meet and work together to nurture, reach out, and witness within the congregation and community. You
may not be a member of the Church Council, but you can help us fulfill our responsibilities by praying that our
plans, goals, and action plans reflect God’s plan for this Church, His Church, and Community.

The Eighth Session of the Upper New York Annual Conference will be held on June 1-3, 2017 in
Syracuse, New York. Much work was done around discerning a theme for the next four Annual Conferences.
“It’s time for our posturing to change,” Bishop Webb said. “For too long, we have stood face-to-face with those who
have differing points of view from us, trying to convince them that we are right. I believe it is time for us to kneel
side-by-side and deeply engage in the discipline of prayer, asking God to move us forward together, through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.”
Bishop Webb went on to share that the theme for the next four years will be Together in Prayer. “We will continue to
stand firm in our desire to ‘make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world’ and build upon the
work we have done together over the last four years, specifically in our primary task of increasing the capacity of
Christ following leaders. This is work that cannot be accomplished without a clear commitment to prayer and a
desire for the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.”
Annual Conference 2017: Together in Prayer – Trusting that God is Enough
Annual Conference 2018: Together in Prayer – Boldly Living our Call
Annual Conference 2019: Together in Prayer – Moving Beyond Our Comfort Zones
Annual Conference 2020: Together in Prayer – Courageously Sharing God’s Story
While there will be individual Bible verses chosen each year, the quadrennial theme is rooted in a single verse: “If
my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their lands.” – 2 Chronicles 7.14.
This year, Pastor Carolyn, Paula Falvey, Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference, and Bill Rounds, an Equalization
Member will be representing Kidder Church. Please pray that the Conference will be guided by the Holy Spirit, that
leadership will be blessed with knowledge and discernment, and that all will treat one another with the love of Jesus.

UPK
OUTREACH
The Power of
A Simple Gift
Once again, we are collecting items each month
for Operation Christmas Child to be used at our
packing party in November. So, I am including a
list of items that can be used. Sometimes it is
easier to buy an item here and there instead of
trying to fill a box all at once. For me personally,
I tend to buy things as I find them on sale or
clearance and then I get more bang for my
buck. So, if you see something feel free to go
ahead and bring it in or put it up for your own
box, even if that is not what we are collecting for
the month.

May- stuffed animals and toys such as a slinky,
cars, small balls,
June- t-shirts, underwear, socks, flip flops, water
shoes,
July- toothbrushes and toothbrush holders
(toothpaste is not allowed this year)
August- school supplies- pens, pencils, pencil
sharpeners, paper, markers, colored pencils,
stickers, glue sticks,
September- soap and soap holders
October- donations to cover the shipping and
Bible book each child receives
November- a letter and picture to go in the box
I Thank you and the children than you for your
donations.
God Bless you
Vickie Le Roy

1

Aubin Barber

5

Elaine Larson

SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 26 – 30

Jim Fincher
11

Karen Golden

12

Floris Dunn

14

Ray Linza

15

Lewis Heath

… where kids discover they are created by
God and are built for a purpose. Kids
learn: God made you; God is for you; God
is always with you; God will always love
you; and God made you for a reason.

Bill Rounds
16

Pat Fincher

17

Sophia Luhman

19

Jessica Blankenship

20

Donna Warner

25

Gage Neid

27

Julie Allison
Devon Swan

28

Ralph Milspaw

Before I was myself you made me, me
With love and patience, discipline and tears,
Then bit by bit stepped back to set me free,
Allowing me to sail upon my sea,
Though well within the headlands of your fears.
Before I was myself you made me, me
With dreams enough of what I was to be
And hopes that would be sculpted by the years,
Then bit by bit stepped back to set me free,
Relinquishing your powers gradually
To let me shape myself among my peers.
Before I was myself you made me, me,
And being good and wise, you gracefully
As dancers when the last sweet cadence nears
Bit by bit stepped back to set me free.
For love inspires learning naturally:
The mind assents to what the heart reveres.
And so it was through love you made me, me
By slowly stepping back to set me free.

April
Average Attendance

106
Copyright by Nicholas Gordon

Average Giving

$2,936

Prayer Needs.
Prayers for our Connectional Church: Bishop Mark Webb and his wife Jodi (UNY Conference of UMC)
Rev Sherri Rood, her husband Robert and their children (Cornerstone District Superintendent)
Cancer: Bill Servis, Dottie, Jeff, Marley Swanson, Phil Bemis, Ron Kepler Sr., Steve Hook
Other Health Concerns: Andy Bly, Calvin Barr, Dan LeRoy, Dawn Boley, Jimmy Allison, Ken
Rounds, Lauren Jones, Meme Sebol, Natalie Mangusing, Sue Babcock, Terri Allen
Shut-in: Evelyn Harvey, Hila Franzen, Wes and Gloria Waite, Lois Yoxtheimer, Lois Estabrook
(LSS), Roger Anderson, Sally DeVine (Brookdale), Suzanne DePonceau (Heritage Village), Ruth Anderson,
Ralph Milspaw (Hultquist Place), Alice Hillebert (LSS), Len Olson, (Tanglewood), Betty Kettle (Erie)
Other Concerns: The Diers, Family, Tina Peterson Yelvington, All men and women in military service.

When we commit to scheduled prayer on a daily basis, we position ourselves to seek and hear from God at a deeper
level. But in addition to this priceless time each day, unplanned events give us the opportunity to respond to life with
prayer at a moment’s notice. Like a soldier who’s been given his marching orders at the start of the day, we must be ready
to engage whatever comes at us once we’re on the battlefield. This is when we learn to use spontaneous prayers.
They’re all different shades and colors of prayer. Yet they’re all prayer. It may be thanking God when you’re grateful for an
unexpected blessing, or asking His help for someone you’ve just heard is in a crisis. It may be for wisdom and clarity in
making as financial decision, or for the courage to share your faith with a neighbor.
So, as you engage with life, let these things prompt you to pray:
1. Newness. Take time to pray whenever you begin something new. Pray at the start of each day. Dedicate it
to God, asking for His protection and guidance. Do the same at the start of each new year, new job, or new
relationship. Take time and dedicate it to the Lord.
2. Needs. We serve a God who is in the need-meeting business. Whenever you discover a physical, emotional,
or spiritual need, you should allow that need to prompt you to pray. Matthew 6:8-11 reminds us that God knows
what we need even before we ask Him. But we should still pray in faith, asking Him to meet our needs.
3.Blessings. As God provides, protects, forgives, and guides you … thank Him! Don’t let the routine blessings you
receive each day be taken for granted. God is pleased when we remain grateful and humble before Him. Take
time to say Thank You!
4. Burdens. They come in many forms, but all should be taken to the Lord. Burdens can crush the spirit. Let any
burden prompt you to pray to the One who loves you and can make it lighter.
5. Crisis. Every one of will eventually face times of crisis. These are not just small burdens but are life-changing
events. They should be times when we immediately turn to prayer. God’s actions may not look like we think, but
He knows what is best and what can bring Him honor. He tells us to cry out to Hi.
6. Worries. When worry washes over you, turn it into prayer. Philippians 4:6-7 reminds us not to be anxious or
worried about anything but to go to the Lord in prayer. He cares for you. So when panic or fear try to invade your
thoughts, respond by turning each one into a prayer to the God who sees and knows what you’re facing, and who
also has the solution.
7. Sin. Anything related to sin should prompt us to pray. Whether we’re being tempted or have already crossed
the line, we should immediately turn to the Lord. If you humble yourself and confess your sin, God will forgive and
cleanse you. But this prayer should reflect a sincere attitude of repentance and a commitment not to do it again.
Remember, the topics you can pray for are ANYTHING and EVERYTHING. So keep your spontaneous prayers at
the ready, and launch them to the Father as often as you like. He’s listening.
Excerpt from The Battle Plan for Prayer

By Stephen and Alex Hendricks
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May
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

3

5:30 AA

7

8

14

15

16
5:30 AA

21

22

Mission & Outreach
Meeting

10
Boy Scouts - 6pm

Boy Scouts - 6pm

23
5:30 AA

Boy Scouts - 6pm

Thursday
4

Scripture & Song
7pm

9
5:30 AA

Wednesday

Friday
5

Rummage Sale
5 pm to 7pm

Saturday
6

Friday Friends
11am
Rummage Sale
10 am – 6pm

Rummage Sale
10 am – 2pm

11

12

13

18

19

20

Scripture & Song
7pm

17
Scripture & Song
7pm

24
Scripture & Song
7pm

Friday Friends
Bible Study
11am

25

26

27
Friday Friends
Bible Study
11am

Memorial Day
Fellowship Event
28

29

30
Office Closed
Memorial Day

Boy Scouts - 6pm

31
Scripture & Song
7pm
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