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I ended this past week at the annual gathering of the Upper
New York Conference of the United Methodist Church. We
spent a great deal of time talking about prayer, in prayer,
learning about prayer, considering prayer, and we even voted
on whether or not to pray. Our Annual Conference will be
considering prayer over four years. As we were getting started,
I found myself thinking about Jesus’ teaching on prayer in
Matthew 6. Specifically, the Lord’s Prayer, which begins with
the words, “Our Father.”
My education and experience suggest that for some, to think
of God as “Father” can interfere with a healthy relationship with
God, because the relationship with their earthly father is not
healthy. It has also been suggested that referring to God as
Father can lead to a false view that God is a male. But God is
not human, so to attribute a human quality like gender
diminishes God’s divinity status. And yet, that is the very word
Jesus used – Father.
The truth is, Jesus referred to God as Father throughout the
gospels. Biblehub.com explains that the word in Greek, patḗr,
can be understood as “one who imparts life and is committed to
it.” Given this understanding, to refer to God as Father makes
sense. God is committed to each of who have been given life
and all of us together. Did you notice in the Lord’s Prayer,
Jesus describes God as Our Father? Jesus did not teach us to
pray, “my Father” or “the Father.” We are called to pray to “Our
Father.”
In John 20, when Jesus was talking to Mary outside the
tomb on that very first Easter morning, He gave her instructions,
“But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
Jesus is clear – we are all children of God – brothers and
sisters with Him and one another in the faith. We have been
adopted by Jesus’ Dad.
So as we remember our earthly fathers this month – weather
in celebration or heartache – let’s consider that either way,
together we now share one perfect Father – heavenly Father who wants a relationship with us so much that He sacrificed His
only divine Son.

Christian Education
Kidder can offer various classes for children and youth from pre-school to teens. Child care is provided yearround in the nursery for those who participate in adult classes.

Sunday school for children will be following the same age appropriate curriculum, so parents can ask
about what was learned, and all students will have had the same lesson. Sunday School will break for the
summer after June 18th.
Kindergarten and younger led by Jen McQuiggan in Lind room
Grades 1 and up led by Kim Barber in Jr high room

Adult Bible Study Opportunities –
Friday Friends Bible Study and Sunday School with the Pastor will break for the summer
Builders Adult Sunday School Class – 9:00 AM in the lounge.

Studies in Judges, Prophets and Acts
NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS - Bill and Becky Luhman are offering What’s in the Bible About
Jesus? This study explores who Jesus is, what he said and did when he walked the earth, and how Christians can
relate to God and to one another through Jesus. This study points to two essential features of meaningful Bible
study: reading the Bible and applying the Bible to life. The class meets in the Welcome Center Sunday mornings
during the Sunday School hour. This class will also break for the summer after June 18th.
All adult groups are available for all adults and do not call for weekly attendance to
join the conversation.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

You are invited to come and join us
VBS FOR 2017 will be held on June 26 – 30 from 9 am–12 noon
This year’s fun theme will be MAKER FUN FACTORY – Created by GOD; built for a purpose
Kids will learn:
God made you;
God is for you;

God is always with you;
God will always love you;
and God made you for a reason.
Some of the activities planned will be:
Bible Stories
Singing
Devotions
Crafts
Recreation Times
Fantastic Refreshments
Classes grouped by ages
And much more..

Choreographers Showcase May 20, 2017

Some of our Kidder Kids helped Sandy pay tribute to Steve Swanson through dance.
They danced to Steve’s Original Have I Told You Lately.

June 4 Pentecost Sunday
Glorified

Scripture and Song

Acts 2:1-21 & John 7:37-39

June 11 Trinity Sunday
Important Work for Our God

!Join us Wednesday Nights in the
Welcome Center at 7pm

Matthew 28:16-20

June 18 Father’s Day
Serving The Father/Being the Father Genesis 22:1-19
June 25 Graduation Sunday
The Value of Wisdom
July 2 Freedom to . . .

Proverbs 2:1-11
John 8:31-38

Worship Servants
Date

Acolytes

Nursery Helpers

Ushers

Power Point

June 4

Jonathan N

Christina K, Becky L
Ashley R

Jackie B, Todd L
Ruth L, John M

Rachel W

June 11

Gavin A

Amy A, Jen M

Alison E, Diane M
Alex S, Mark S

Becky L

June 18

S’miya K

Tambra H, June P

Jade K, Dee Dee L
John M, Lindsey S

Ian W

June 25

Grace A

Floris D, Pat F

Jackie B, Jade K.
Diane M, Flossie M

Emma A

Welcomed in Christian Baptism
Zachary is the son of Vanessa Koch and Joe Sell and the little brother of
Payton Sell. Because Zach is only 9 months
old, he has yet to develop hobbies or interests
beyond eating and exploring his world.
Lori, is the owner of Lori’s Kountry
Kafe and formerly The Golden
Griddle for a total of 24 years.
Zachary Sell
She worked in restaurants most of
May 28
her life and decided to go into
business for herself with a lot of
hard work and determination. Her accomplishments have included
overcoming a heart attack last August which brought her Pastor Carolyn
and closer to the Lord. Her faith has grown. She is an animal lover with
3 dogs and 2 cats. They are her life. Her favorite hobby currently is
Wednesday night Worship and visiting with several others who attend.
She has made many new friends and it makes her life happy. She was
born in Buffalo, raised in Ellington then making her home in Jamestown.
She would like to start an animal sanctuary as they are a big love in her life.

Lori Sampson
April 12

May 2017

Monthly Fellowship

Memorial Day Fellowship

More than 50 people gathered on May 21 in a
time of fellowship and a tureen dinner. We took
delight in a slide show recognizing those
connected to our church family who served in
the Armed Forces (which is available on our
Facebook page and Website). We were also
blessed by wonderful words of wisdom from
Eleanor Johnson as she shared her memories
from her life on the home front during wartime.
We ended our time together by recognizing
those veterans who were in fellowship with us.
We are grateful to all who have
served our country.

Upcoming Fellowship Event Dates*
June 25th – Picnic at the Parsonage
September 13th – Workforce Fellowship
July 12th - Enjoying the Jamestown Municipal
October 29th – Harvest Dinner
Band at the Allen Park Bandshell
November 12th – Honoring Our Veterans
**August 23rd –Corn Roast
December 13th – Christmas Outreach Packing Party
*Please mark calendars in pencil as these dates and plans are subject to change
** Note this date has changed. It will now be in conjunction with Scripture and Song.
It will be at the Barber’s residence.

GETTING TO KNOW KIDDER’S MINISTRIES
Christian

Education

Committee

We are a committee devoted to furthering the Christian faith of folks who attend Kidder Church.
While our primary focus is children, we do oversee adult classes that meet on Sunday mornings.
Here are some of the activities we plan and participate in throughout the year:
ü weekly Sunday School classes for all ages
ü
ü
ü
ü

review and order appropriate curriculum for Sunday School classes
plan and participate in Sunday School Kickoff/Back to Church Sunday
participate in Safe Sanctuary training
coordinate (and often staff) weekly Nursery services during the worship

service
ü plan and often staff Vacation Bible School one week each summer
ü provide partial scholarships for Christian summer camps
ü assist in Operation Christmas Child program and box packing
ü plan and participate in caroling
ü assist in planning and coordinating Christmas and Easter programs

If you think these activities sound fun and worthwhile and would like to join us, contact the
church office!
Many thanks to those who serve on the committee:
Kim Barber, Tambra Hallett, Eleanor Johnson, Becky Luhman, June Piede (Chair).

Rummage Sale

Our community of faith has been blessed for many years by the work of
Pauline Whitcomb. This year, Pauline is stepping down from her leadership
of our annual rummage sale. Her work in this role has indeed generated
many financial resources. It has also resulted in offering needed items to
families of limited means at prices they can afford. It has also been part of
bringing diverse people within our church family together around a common
ministry. Thank you, Pauline, for all your work and service.

Family Bible Camp 2017
July 23-29
The Power of
A Simple Gift
Once again, we are collecting items each month
for Operation Christmas Child to be used at our
packing party in November. So, I am including a
list of items that can be used. Sometimes it is
easier to buy an item here and there instead of
trying to fill a box all at once. For me personally,
I tend to buy things as I find them on sale or
clearance and then I get more bang for my
buck. So, if you see something feel free to go
ahead and bring it in or put it up for your own
box, even if that is not what we are collecting for
the month.

Family Bible Camp at Findley Camp and Retreat Center
is a week-long retreat for people of all ages and stages
of life or faith journey. There is engaging and relevant
teaching, worship, connection, excellent food, and
plenty of time for relaxation or recreation.
Speakers for this year are:
9:00 am
Bible Hour Teacher
Bob Tuttle
10:45 am
Disciple Hour Speaker
Ellen Stamps
7:00 pm
Evening Preacher
Bob Stamps
Register at https://findley.campbrainregistration.com.

June- t-shirts, underwear, socks, flip flops,
water shoes,
July- toothbrushes and toothbrush holders
(toothpaste is not allowed this year)
August- school supplies- pens, pencils, pencil
sharpeners, paper, markers, colored pencils,
stickers, glue sticks,
September- soap and soap holders
October- donations to cover the shipping and
Bible book each child receives
November- a letter and picture to go in the box
I Thank you and the children than you for your
donations.
God Bless you
Vickie Le Roy

UPK OUTREACH
Kidder has come together yet again to
share God’s love with the world. On
June 18th, as a congregation, we will
bless the supplies we have collected.
These supplies will be used to prepare
our youngest school generation, in our
local neighborhood, for Kindergarten.
Many thanks to all those who made
this ministry possible.
Kidder Collected:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

140 boxes of tissues
75 rolls of paper towels
410 glue sticks
75 boxes of gallon size baggies
75 boxes of quart size baggies
140 bottles of Clorox wipes
70 containers of unscented baby wipes
20 1” binders
70 bottles of hand sanitizer

10 WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR PRAYER LIFE
by Susan Hogan

Moses went to a mountaintop to hear God. Jesus fled to the desert.
But for many Christians, their most regular place for praying is whatever pew they sit in on Sundays. Work, children,
chores and other duties make stopping for prayer seem a luxury.
"We forget to intentionally make space for prayer," said Betty Kay Hudson of First United Methodist Church in Lancaster,
S.C.
That's not the way it's supposed to be. Souls, like vines, tend to grow wild and weak when untended.
Prayer, like tennis, takes practice to become accomplished. Spiritual guides and sages, pastors and other church members
are filled with advice and counsel.
Here's some of that wisdom condensed into 10 tips about prayer:
YOU ARE WORTHY. Do not feel guilty about the quality of your prayer life, or fall victim to doubts and despair about
your worthiness to talk to God. Each of us has a spiritual gift. So remember John Wesley's words: "In Christ we gain more
than in Adam we lost."
THE MORE YOU PRAY, THE RICHER YOUR PRAYERS BECOME. To deepen your prayer life, don't be a slacker. Like
anything in life, to become good at prayer you must be disciplined. Just as running is an exercise in physical fitness, prayer
is a spiritual discipline.
PRAYER IS ACTIVE. Prayer involves action; namely being attentive to God's voice in your life. Listening for God means
stopping and sitting still. It means paying attention to what God may be saying to you at any point in your life.
PRAYER SHOULD NOT BE AN AFTERTHOUGHT. Prayer was the backbone of Jesus' ministry. Often, he broke away from
his disciples to spend time with God. In the same way, prayer is essential to individual lives and to the life of the church.
Break away from your daily routine for quiet time in prayer.
SURROUND YOURSELF WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE SEASONED AT PRAYING. People who've established prayer routines
have much to teach those wanting to draw closer to God. Seek out those who can help guide and encourage your prayer
life.
GOD DOESN'T REQUIRE ELOQUENCE. Don't worry if you fumble for words when you pray. God is not looking for
Toastmaster's graduates, but sincerity (not that you can't have both at once). If the words won't come, God still knows
what's in your heart. Lift up that desire.
PRAYER NEED NOT INVOLVE WORDS. The great Christian saints all write of prayer as a time of sitting quietly with God.
Jesus even went off for 40 days of prayerful solitude. Take a deep breath. Exhale. Follow the breath as it flows in and out
of your body. Think of it as the spirit of God breathing life into you.
PRAYER IS A TIME FOR CONVERSATION WITH A FRIEND: GOD. Whether you see that friend routinely or just every once
in awhile, know that whenever you turn to God, you're turning to someone who loves you.
ASK GOD FOR HELP IF YOU GET STUCK.
pray in a new way.

Maybe you've hit a dry spell. There's no shame in asking God to guide you to

THE THREE L’S OF PRAYER: LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN. Listening for God is central to prayer, according to the great saints.
It's so critical that St. Benedict began his famous Rule with this command for monks: "Listen with the ear of your heart."

And remember, prayer can happen anywhere -- it doesn't have to take place in a church.

Prayer Needs.
Prayers for our Connectional Church: Bishop Mark Webb and his wife Jodi (UNY Conference of UMC)
Rev Sherri Rood, her husband Robert and their children (Cornerstone District Superintendent)
Cancer: Bill Servis, Dottie, Jeff, Marley Swanson, Phil Bemis, Ron Kepler Sr.
Other Health Concerns: Andy Bly, Calvin Barr, Dan LeRoy, Dawn Boley, Ken Rounds, Lauren
Jones, Meme Sebol, Natalie Mangusing, Sue Babcock, Terri Allen
Shut-in: Evelyn Harvey, Hila Franzen, Gloria Waite, Lois Yoxtheimer, Lois Estabrook (LSS),
Roger Anderson, Sally DeVine (Brookdale), Suzanne DePonceau (Heritage Village), Ruth Anderson, Ralph
Milspaw (Hultquist Place), Alice Hillebert (LSS), Len Olson, (Tanglewood), Betty Kettle (Erie)
Other Concerns: The Diers Family, Tina Peterson Yelvington, All men and women in military service.

FUNDRAISERS … CAN YOU HELP?
Some may not understand why we pay Apportionments. Umc.org gives us a great start “Together, through our
connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference ever could hope to do
alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the church's work. We combine
our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in the lives of God's people.” This is paired with
the support we give current and retired Pastor’s, by paying for their retirement and health insurance.

We are currently holding two long term fundraisers, with proceeds going to Apportionments.
Cans/Bottle drive – ALL redeemable cans & bottles are accepted and welcomed. A collection bin is located outside the
Welcome Center for clean cans & bottles – we’ll do the rest. Also, we have accounts at both South Side Redemption
Center and Arthur R Gren, which is located at 1886 Mason Drive.

Gift Cards –Scrip fundraising is a no-selling program that allows us to raise money. Scrip is another way to pay for

everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, checks, and credit cards. You purchase gift cards from Kidder at face
value, and Darlene orders those cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price. The difference is an instant
rebate for our church. It’s really that simple!. See Darlene with any questions.

Average Attendance
90
Average Giving
$2,371

1

Sally Mesler

4

Edna Liden
Jarrett Kingsbury

9

Dylan Stow

23 Grace Anderson
27 Blake Sischo
29 June Piede

Kidder Memorial United Methodist Church 2017
June
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Annual
Conference

4

5

6
Boy Scouts - 6pm

7
Finance – 2:30pm

12

18

19

13
Boy Scouts - 6pm

Ad-board – 7pm

20
Boy Scouts - 6pm

Father’s Day
Last day of
Sunday School
25

26
Picnic at the
Parsonage
12:30 pm

VBS
9:30 – 11:30 am

27

3
Annual
Conference

Annual
Conference

8
Worship Planning
5pm

9

10

14
Scripture & Song
7pm

15

16

17

21
Scripture & Song
7pm

22

23

24

28

29

30

Scripture & Song
7pm
11
Trustees after
worship

Saturday

VBS
9:30 – 11:30 am

VBS
9:30 – 11:30 am

Boy Scouts - 6pm

Scripture & Song
7pm

VBS
9:30 – 11:30 am

VBS
9:30 – 11:30 am
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